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October 18 - The Silent Patient
Author Alex Michaelides

November 15 - Women are the
Fiercest Creatures  
Author Andrea Dunlop

December - Holiday break

January 17 - Mad Honey
Author Jodi Picoult

Happy Fall Everyone!

The Book Club meets the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at 3:00
PM in the Clubhouse. All are
welcome to attend.

EDITORS: JIM AND LINDA BARBER AND JO RECHTINE

FALL 2023

I hope you have had a great summer
and are ready for some cool crisp fall
weather.  I know I am!  I love fall in the
mountains. 

So what’s been happening in The
Settings?

The new front entrance gates to replace
the damaged ones have been ordered
and we are hoping to have it installed by
the end of the year.  Thanks to Janice
Johnston, Mary Kyryk and Jim Schorr for
all their hard work on this.  The
installation will be in phases with the
larger entrance gates replaced first, then
the exit gates.  We want to make sure
everything is working well with the first
set, before installing the second set. 

We are finalizing our 2024 budget and
you will be getting a copy in the mail
by early November for your review.   I
know the first question that
immediately comes to most everyone’s
minds is if the annual assessment is
increasing? So at this time, we do not
anticipate a change to the annual
assessment fee.

With more residents living in the
community, our clubhouse is being used
more. The Social Committee has been
tasked to increase seating capacity and
update the great room furnishings.
While it is not completed yet, I hope you
will stop by and check out the progress.
 
The Design Review Board (DRB) has
released new building guidelines along
with a lot modification policy.  The Lot
Modification Policy is in place to try and
prevent unapproved clearing of lots
which takes away the natural habitat of
our wildlife and the beauty of our
community.  You can find out more
details in this newsletter.  You can access
the documents on our community
website  and via your First Service
Residential (FSR) online account.

Last but not least, we will NOT have a
Fall meeting this year.  However, the
Social Committee is organizing an
Oktoberfest Potluck on Saturday,
October 21, from 5:30pm to 8pm.  It’s
BYOB and a dish to share.   If possible,
please bring reusable plates and utensils
so we can reduce the waste in our
landfills.   Feel free to contact me if you
have questions.

All the Best,
Roynan

Here are the book selections 
for the coming months:

http://www.thesettingsofblackmountain.com/
http://www.thesettingsofblackmountain.com/
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This is a reminder that
the speed limit in The
Settings is 25 mph. The
DRB sends reminders to
the builders to keep
their subcontractors
informed. They do the
best they can to address
the speed limit issue. In
turn, owners should also
watch your speed in the
community for the
safety of all our
residents. It is really easy
to coast down the hills
sometimes.

The Rechtines again coordinated
an Italian themed dinner for the
Black Mountain Police and Fire
Departments on September 11. It
was a well-attended event. The
departments alway appreciate the
meals provided by the The Settings
community.

Further information will be provided in the future.

October 21 (Saturday): Octoberfest Potluck
Time: 5:30 PM to 8:00 PM. 
Sign up on Mealtrain to bring your favorite dish BYOB. 

November 14 (Tuesday): Game Night
Time: 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Feel free to bring a game or use the ones provided. 
Bring your drink and a snack to share.

December 7 (Thursday): Holiday Social
Time 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. 

UPCOMING SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

https://mealtrain.com/316191


The Settings Design Review Board is having another very busy year. There currently are
34 projects in design and/or build in the community. We have 21 active construction
sites, including one accessory structure, and there are two homes undergoing
remodeling and renovation. The neighborhood is booming, and there are trucks
everywhere. For those of us already living in the community, this means lots of noise,
dust, and dirt on the roads and the occasional bear in the dumpster, even though we try
to keep food trash off the job sites and out of the dumpsters. The members of the DRB
meet twice a month and communicate daily regarding the ins and outs of construction
in the neighborhood. We communicate regularly with owners, architects, designers,
builders, and sometimes with realtors and prospective buyers. If you have an issue with
a job site, a contractor, or their workers, and especially if the congestion and
intermittent road obstruction gets to be too much of a burden, please let us know by
emailing DRB@tsobm.com. We inspect job sites regularly, and we try to make certain
everyone knows the rules about work hours, parking, and general good behavior, but
things do go off the rails from time to time.

This year, the DRB also finished updating the Architectural Design Standards and
Construction Guidelines under the leadership of Linda Barber. Many hours of work and
contributions from numerous people were required to complete this task, and the new
documents became official in August. The Design Standards and the Construction
Guidelines are now separated into two documents both of which are available on the
Settings website and on FSRConnect. The primary purpose of the documents is to
maintain high standards of quality home construction here while preserving as much of
the natural beauty of the properties as possible. We also published the Modification of
Undeveloped Lots policy, which outlines the allowed clearing of property not under
construction for fire prevention and for improved visibility and access. This document
was approved by the HOA Board and is available on the website and on FSRConnect.
The fees associated with designing and building here have increased for several reasons,
including the need to provide additional monies for the wear and tear on our roads and
property from the construction related activities. We appreciate your continued
support and ask for patience as we grow our outstanding community. 

News From the
Design Review Board (DRB)

by Jim Simpson
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DRINKS ON THE PORCH
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SUMMER COOKOUT
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gateway trails hike followed by 
lunch at hillman beer old fort   
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