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A DOG DAY’S DAWN WITH ELKE AND GIBBS – COURTESY OF JO RECHTINE  EDITORS – JIM AND LINDA BARBER 

I love this time of year with cooler 
temperatures and less humidity.   The colors 
are just starting to change, and we start 
waiting for peak fall foliage.  It’s why we love 
living in the mountains.   

The forecast for peak color in our area is mid-
October and that’s when we have planned a 
Fall Gathering at The Settings clubhouse.   
Please join us on Friday, October 22 from 
4:30pm – 6pm, to enjoy music on the lawn 
performed by Randy Sarton, a Settings 
owner and Eric Ellis, of the Gin Mill Pickers.  
You can check them out on their Facebook 
page.  Bring your lawn chairs, favorite 
beverage, and a snack for yourselves.   We 
will not be sharing food given the continued 
COVID concerns.    

On Saturday, October 23 from 10am – 
12pm, we will have a Bearwise presentation 
from Black Bear & Furbearer Biologist, 
Ashley Hobbs, from the NC Wildlife 
Resources Commission.  The bear activity 
this year is the highest that I can remember, 
so it is timely for us to learn more about our 
wildlife neighbor.  Among the topics covered 
will be ways to prevent conflicts, resources to 
resolve problems and community initiatives 
to keep bears wild.  Afterwards, we will give a 
brief Board update…I won’t go into specifics 
now.  Still need another incentive?  We will 

have drawings for community merchandise.  
All of this will take place in the clubhouse 
with the doors open and will follow the 
town’s COVID mask ordinance at that time.   
We will not be serving food or drinks, but feel 
free to bring your own.   

The upgrade of our video surveillance at the 
front entrance gate is complete, thanks to 
Michael Arones for leading this project.   
While we’re on the topic of front gate 
entrance, I am happy to say that the large 
front entrance gate is no longer continuously 
opening and closing on its own.   The 
intermittent problem was finally found and 
solution installed.  Hooray!    

We’ve had some intense summer storms like 
Hurricane Fred with 7 inches of rain in a day 
and high winds.  I want to thank our 
neighborhood of volunteers for clearing 
fallen trees and getting our pond water inlet 
system repaired.  Thanks to Griff Jones, 
Randy Sarton, Rod Allan, Jim Barber and Kip 
Pritchard.   I’d also like to thank Carl 
Reichenbach for pruning and mending one of 
the redbud trees at the clubhouse.  Its main 
trunk had split after one of our storms.    

Staying connected with the town of Black 
Mountain is important and I want to thank 
Glenn and Jo Rechtine for coordinating our 

bi-annual dinner for the Black Mountain Fire 
and Police Departments.  Thanks to all the 
homeowners who contribute to the meal, I 
know the men and women of the police and 
fire departments love it.   

Last but definitely not least, real estate 
activity is still high and the number of views 
of our community website continues to break 
records.   I think this will continue to be the 
norm.   

I hope to see you in October! 

Roynan

 

                     Photo by Bill Moore 

Fall Foliage Anyone? 
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You may be aware that part of The Settings 

community was once owned by renowned 

Spanish architect Rafael Guastavino, as part 

of his “Rhododendron” estate.  But the 

Swannanoa Valley has a much richer history. 

The beauty of the area and the rich soils of the 

Swannanoa River's floodplain have always 

attracted people to the valley. For over 8,000 

years, Native people from many communities 

farmed, hunted and lived here. From roughly 

1200 to 1500 AD, early Cherokee peoples 

built and lived in along the Swannanoa River, 

growing corn and tobacco, hunting, and 

trading with their neighbors by traveling on 

trade paths and river networks. In fact, the 

name "Swannanoa" comes from a Native 

word "Sualinnunahi," referring to a trade path 

through the valley that led east to peoples 

such as the Catawba in the Piedmont.  

The first non-Indigenous people to enter the 

Swannanoa Valley may have been Spanish 

conquistadors. These men were part of the 

Juan Pardo expedition, an initiative to expand 

Spain's territory in the Southeast. In 1567, 

members of the expedition left a fort in the 

Native town of Joara, near present-day 

Morganton, NC, and marched west for 3 days 

to a town called Tocae, “a place which is over 

the top of the ridge [of mountains]” according 

to the expedition’s scribe. Some 

anthropologists believe that the conquistadors 

passed through the Swannanoa Valley, and 

that Tocae was a Native town near present-

day Asheville.  

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the 

Swannanoa Valley was a popular area to visit 

for tuberculosis treatment, due to beliefs that 

the fresh air of the mountains could reduce 

symptoms. Many sanatoriums opened up in 

the area as well as boarding houses designed 

specifically for tuberculosis patients. These 

included the Cragmont Sanitorium, the Royal 

League Sanitorium, and in the 1940s, the 

Western North Carolina Sanitorium (now the 

Black Mountain Neuro-Medical Treatment 

Center). Many of the families that live in the 

valley today are descended from doctors, 

nurses and medical specialists who moved to 

the valley to provide work in this industry.  

The Swannanoa Valley is well-known for its 

long history of hosting Christian conferences. 

Montreat Assembly was created first, 

followed by the Blue Ridge Assembly and 

Ridgecrest Assembly. Other historic 

assemblies in the Valley include Dorothy 

Walls, Cragmont, and Christmount.  

A century ago, the Valley, along with the rest 

of the world, was being affected by the 

dreaded "Spanish" flu pandemic. Few people 

know that in 1920, the Red Cross set up an 

emergency ward on the second floor of the 

McKoy building, which now houses Que 

Sera, Tayloe's Oyster Bar and Black Mountain 

Escape on Black Mountain Avenue. Then, as 

now in many places, hospitals were 

overwhelmed with the sick, and additional 

spaces had to be found in which medical care 

could be administered.  

The Swannanoa Valley was once home to 

Spanish architect Rafael Guastavino, best 

known for his tile vault and dome designs that 

grace landmarks including the Boston Public 

Library, Grand Central Station, and Ellis 

Island. In 1894, Guastavino came south to 

design part of the Biltmore Estate in 

Asheville, and while in the area, he began to 

purchase tracts of land in Black Mountain to 

build his own grand estate, Rhododendron. 

Guastavino lived at Rhododendron with his 

wife Francesca until his death in 1908. 

Francesca Guastavino would live for many 

more decades, passing in 1946. Today, much 

of the historic Rhododendron Estate is now a 

part of the campus of Christmount Christian 

Assembly, as well as the Settings community.  

You can learn more about the Swannanoa 

Valley at the Swannanoa Valley Museum.  

The museum offers” Valley History Explorer” 

hikes that introduce the significant history of 

the area.  The museum is located in downtown 

Black Mountain and is open Thursday thru 

Saturday from 10am to 5pm. Those interested 

in researching local history can use the 

museum's online digital archives 

(www.svm.omeka.net) or can plan an in-

person visit to peruse the museum's 

extensive photograph collections and archival 

materials. The museum is supported through 

memberships, and members gain early access 

to ticket sales and discounts for online and in-

person events, amongst other benefits. 

Museum events focus on teaching the public 

about the history, culture and geography of 

the Swannanoa Valley, Western North 

Carolina and the Southern Appalachian 

region. Anyone can learn more about 

becoming a member at: 

www.swannanoavalleymuseum.org/member 

 

 

 

Ruins of Guastavino’s Spanish Castle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rich History of the Swannanoa Valley 
By Ed Kmiec  

Book Club 

The Book Club meets the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month in the Clubhouse at 3:00 PM. All are 
welcome to attend. Please contact Rhonda 
Gramley if you are interested in attending. 

The Book Club has the following books listed 
for review. 

October 20 – Elephant Whisperer Author 
Lawrence Anthony 

November 17 – The Last Flight Author Julie 
Clark 

December – no meeting 

January 19 - The extraordinary Life of Sam Hell 
Author Robert Dugoni 

http://www.svm.omeka.net/
http://www.swannanoavalleymuseum.org/member
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People ask if the Playground is every used. We know there are some children and grandchildren in the community who use it. We wish we could have 
gotten pictures of the Jordan’s grandkids and the Center’s children and their friends using it. We had the following pictures provided by Elizabeth 
Green of her grandchildren playing there while here on a visit. We are happy to see this fun area being utilized. 
 
 

 
 

                                                   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Play Time on the Playground! 
Photos courtesy of Elizabeth Green   

Home Improvements and Modifications 

The DRB and HOA Board would like to provide a reminder regarding any improvements to 
existing residences. Any changes or improvements should be submitted to the DRB for 
review and approval. These items include items such as change in paint color, additions to 
the property, and tree removal. Please refer to the Guidelines for submission forms.  

Appendix 5 Application for Residential Improvements 

Appendix 7 Tree Removal/Pruning Request 

Note – please submit requests directly to the DRB mailbox at DRB@tsobm.com 

The Guidelines can be located on the Website under Homes -> Building Your Home 

mailto:DRB@tsobm.com
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As everyone living in and visiting The Settings realizes, there is quite a bit of building activity currently underway in various stages of development. 
The DRB and HOA Board receive frequent inquiries about lots and aspects of building in The Settings. They are usually referred to builders to address 
questions related to characteristics of lots and how to approach building on the sites. 

We would like to take this opportunity to provide information on those builders who are approved to build in The Settings and who have provided us 
with information.  

 

Home Sweet Home - Thomas McClain 

As we head into the fall season interest in The Settings 
remains strong despite the increased cost to 
build.  Many are discovering what the current owners 
already knew, there really isn’t a better place to live in 
WNC.  Home Sweet Home would like to take the time 
to Thank all of the current residents of the Settings for 
Welcoming in our new owners who have either just 
completed their dream homes as well as those who 
have recently purchased lots and are in the planning 
stages.  It amazes me to see how friendly you all are 
even though with new construction there are 
inconveniences that current owners have to endure.  We 
will continue to do our best to minimize the impact on 
the community as we build for these future 
owners.  Enjoy the changing season and cooler weather 
as we all continue to watch as The Settings becomes the 

community it was envisioned to be. 

 

 

 

Living Stone Design + Build – Sean Sullivan 

Living Stone Design + Build is Asheville’s leading sustainable custom 
home builder. An Accredited Master Builder and nationally recognized 
NAHB Green Builder of the Year, we’ve been crafting award-winning 
homes for more than 25 years. Along the way, we’ve perfected the 
process of building healthier, happier homes for their clients. 

As one of the original builders in The Settings, we know the 
neighborhood well. If you’re interested in touring our newest homes, 
we’ll have two featured in the Asheville Home Builder Association 
Parade of Homes October 9-10 and 16-17. One will be virtual, while the 
other one, The Parks Residence (in The Settings of Black Mountain), 
will be open to the public.  

If you would like to learn more about building with Living Stone 
Design + Build in The Settings, please contact Molly Sullivan-Reeves, 
Sales Manager, at (828) 458-0985 or 
molly@livingstoneconstruction.com. Whether you already have a lot, 
need help finding a lot, or even have architecture drawings in hand, 
we’re ready to get started!  

 

Builders in The Settings 

mailto:molly@livingstoneconstruction.com
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AR Construction – Anthony Roberts  

Starting with only a few tools and a passion for 
quality, Anthony Roberts founded AR Construction 
in 2006 in Hendersonville, North Carolina. Today, 
AR Construction is one of the most respected 
luxury custom home builders in Western North 
Carolina and upstate South Carolina. 
 
I have assembled a team of skilled professionals 
and craftspeople who specialize in attention to 
detail and client service. From site preparation to 
laying the last tile, each employee is dedicated to 
the company’s core principles of integrity, quality, 
and accountability. That means every employee is 
focused on satisfying every client, every day—
unconditionally. 

Our luxury custom homes can be found in the 
Carolinas’ premier master-planned golf course and 
resort communities including The Settings of Black 
Mountain, Balsam Mountain Preserve, Whisper 
Mountain, Gateway Mountain, Reynolds Mountain, 
and The Ridge of Leicester. 

 AR Construction is committed to providing clients with innovative and proven construction technologies. The company appreciates green building 
construction and encourages clients to consider a variety of energy-efficient and environmentally sensitive construction elements in their custom 
home design. 

What differentiates AR Construction from other contractors is we chose to only build 2-3 homes a year so I can personally visit every job site weekly 
and perform some of the work with my own hands. At my core I am still a craftsman and still after 30 years I enjoy creating something special. 

 

Palladium Builders – Jim Selmensberger     

  

Palladium Builders offers the full measure of building services from 
General Contracting to Design/Build, and assistance with site 
selection.  Specializing in highly detailed architecturally designed 
homes and renovations, Palladium’s collaborative and personalized 
approach is unique in the industry and their dedication to 
uncompromising craftsmanship has afforded the opportunity to 
exceed client expectations for over twenty years. Serving Western 
North Carolina, Palladium Builders provides Architects and 
Homeowners with a skilled, experienced, and established partner in 
the homebuilding industry. Well respected amongst the profession 
and its many artisans, Palladium Builders continues to incorporate 
“old fashioned" values, superior craftsmanship and an unrelenting 
commitment to the success of every project - regardless of the scale. 
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We are pleased to introduce two additional builders to the list. Copperwood is currently in the approval process with the DRB and HOA Board and was 
previously on the Approved Builder list. Ewing and McConnaughy have recently been approved to be added to the list as provisional. Once they have 
completed a home build in The Settings, the provisional status will change to Approved. 

 

Copperwood – Ryan McLellan 

Copperwood Builders, Inc has been building custom crafted homes 
in the Black Mountain area since 1999.  At Copperwood we pride 
ourselves on a very focused project approach and limit the number 
of homes we have underway at any one time.   This allows us to have 
clear, concise communication with our clients, architects, and 
subcontractors which we feel is the key to a successful project.  Ryan 
McLellan, owner of Copperwood Builders, holds a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Construction Management from the University of Florida, served 
as the President of the Asheville Homebuilders Association and 
spent over 10 years as the builder member of the ARC at the Village 
of Cheshire.  Copperwood’s achievements over the last 20 years 
have included many successful projects in the Village of Cheshire 
and the Setting of Black Mountain and homes featured in Carolina 
Home and Garden, WNC magazine, and the cover of Fine 
Homebuilding magazine.   
 
We look forward to re-joining the other great builders in The 
Settings. 
 

 

Ewing & McConnaughy – John Ewing and Jim 
McConnaughy 

John Ewing and Jim McConnaughy have been partners in 
construction since 1982. We have been building fine homes in 
Western North Carolina since 1995. Our combined fifty-plus years 
of experience in the building industry includes new construction, 
renovations, and remodeling in both the retail and commercial 
sectors. 

Since relocating our business from Naples Florida 27 years ago, we 
have successfully completed hundreds of projects in WNC, working 
with some of the leading architects in the area and building custom 
homes in high-end developments similar to The Settings, including 
Mountain Air, Balsam Mountain Preserve, Catawba Falls, Laurel 
Ridge, etc.   

Ewing and McConnaughy is a hands-on company from top to 
bottom, foundation to finish. We put together teams of 
experienced professionals who are focused on a single 
goal...quality. 

We have the experience and resources to build the mountain home 
of your dreams!   

 


