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OUR NEW FOUNTAIN!  EDITORS – JIM AND LINDA BARBER 

Happy summer everyone!  It’s a perfect 
summer morning in the mountains.  I’m 
sitting on the porch with a gentle, cool 
breeze blowing and the birds chirping.  Our 
mountains are lush with beautiful shades of 
green and the wildlife is thriving.  Particularly 
the bears, or at least one or two mischievous 
ones making their presence known.   Be 
aware and keep your doors locked, including 
your car doors.  Most of the bear break-ins 
have been between dusk and dawn.  Do you 
think we should pursue BearWise 
certification?   More to come… 

Last month, we had Leesa Hattori and Jim 
Barber end their terms on the HOA Board. I 
want to thank them for all their time and 
energy making our community a better place 
to live for everyone. THANK YOU LEESA and 
JIM!  In turn, we have Lisa Antognoli and 
Chris Finkel joining the Board. They bring 
Board experience with other organizations so 
we are truly fortunate to have them on the 
team.    

Here is your 2020-2021 Board of Directors... 

President:  Roynan Jones 
Vice President:  David Gramley 
Secretary:  Elizabeth Green 
Treasurer:  Chris Finkel 
Director:  Lisa Antognoli  

Director:  Michael Arones 
Director:  Ed Kmiec 

So what’s been happening around the 
neighborhood?  The front entrance has been 
going through a facelift over the past few 
months with a new fountain (after the old 
one died); two benches by the pond (thanks 
to the Barbers) and replacing the lighting 
fixtures.  The maple trees in the middle island 
have had some TLC as they are showing 
signs of stress.  Read more about it in Jim’s 
article in this newsletter and check it out in 
person if you can.  Thanks to Jim Barber and 
David Gramley for leading the effort.   

The video surveillance system upgrade is 
getting closer to completion.  This is one of 
those projects that has multiple steps which 
includes installing fiber optics to the gate 
house.  Thanks to Michael for leading this 
effort.  I’m hopeful I will be able to tell you 
this project is completed in the Fall 
newsletter.  Fingers crossed!   

Lot sales continue to break records!   We 
have 22 total sales so far this year versus 21 
total sales in all of 2020.   How this translates 
to home builds is always a topic of interest 
and speculation.  It’s anyone’s guess as labor 
and material continue to be major 
constraints.   What we do know is that the 

Design Review Board (DRB) is busy, and we 
are so lucky to have Brenda Herholdt and 
Bridget Doerr join the team.  They are back 
at “full staff” again with 5 members.  Hooray! 

With the loosening of the pandemic 
regulations, we had our first social event in 
over a year with “Drinks on the Porch” in 
June.  It was great to see everyone in a social 
gathering again.  I’m hopeful things will 
continue to progress in a positive manner, 
and we will have more events in the future.   
Keep an eye on the community calendar on 
the FSR website for events.   

We had a good response to the owner survey 
request that was mailed to all owners with 
the annual meeting and ballot package.  We 
had 88 responses with good feedback and 
suggestions.  The Board is reviewing the 
responses to determine next steps.  There 
will be more to come on this.    

That’s all for now and I hope you have a 
wonderful summer reconnecting with family 
and friends.  

Roynan 
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Happy Summer Everyone! 
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Many of you have probably noticed the 
several projects your HOA has 
undertaken these past few months 
around the entrance to The Settings. In 
the fall, Rivertop, our landscape 
contractor, did some overdue 
maintenance around the pond area, 
trimming bushes and trees, and removing 
overgrowth. They also repaired the 
irrigation lines at the entrance which we 
haven’t been able to fully use in a year. 
 

Early this year, Clearwater Pond 
Management replaced our pond fountain 
which had failed last summer. It also now 
has lights! And both are on timers. This 
will extend the life of the pump and 
reduce unnecessary after hours light. 
We also repaired several rotted boards on 
the bridge. Although a bear apparently 
has since found a meal of ants in one 
post! 

 

Recently we had Heartwood Tree Service 
trim and fertilize several trees along the 
entrance parkway. Also A-American 
Electric repaired our backlit entrance sign. 
Many of those lights were the original 
ones and had burnt out long ago. It now 
has a brighter and warmer glow. 
 

Our major project was this month when 
Carolina Outdoor Lighting replaced our 
old lighting fixtures and their wiring along 
the parkway with LED lights which are 
more dark sky friendly and are now on 
timers so they are not all on all night. 
Most lights will go off around 11 pm. The 
main sign, gatehouse and median lights 
will stay on. (Photo above.) 
 

 

 

   2 Views before repairs to lighting 

So enjoy a leisurely walk around the 
pond! The flowers are blooming, the 
fountain is flowing, and there are two 
benches for resting and relaxing! 
 

Thanks go to our Board and the 
Landscape Committee for making all 
these improvements happen. 
 

The Board is considering future projects 
too such as a handrail on the steps to the 
pond. As always, your suggestions are 
welcome! 

 

 

 

 

                         After repairs to lighting 

Revitalizing the Entrance to The Settings 
By Jim Barber  
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Life is getting back to normal, and people are enjoying time together again. And as such, social activities are resuming. After a hold on these activities 
for over a year, the “Drinks on the Porch” social resumed on the first Thursday in June. Here are some pictures from that event. 
 
The Social Committee is made up of individuals who coordinate various aspects of The Settings social life (Bookclub, Ladies Outings, Newsletter, 
Clubhouse calendar, social gatherings). In the past, our community has been smaller, and activities were simpler to organize.  With more homes being 
built, we need additional help to organize and hold social events.  We welcome new ideas.  If you are interested in coordinating events in our 
community and would like to join us, please feel free to contact Rhonda Gramley. Her contact information is in the directory, or you may reach out to 
someone on the Board to pass on the message.  
 
Watch for notices on future Social Activities! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Club 

The Book Club meets the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month in the Clubhouse at 3:00 PM. In July, the 
set of books for the meetings from September 
onwards will be selected. A notice will be sent 
out to the group once they are selected. All are 
welcome to attend. Please contact Rhonda 
Gramley if you are interested in attending. 

The Book Club has the following books listed 
for review. 

July 21 – The Water is Wide. Author Pat Conroy.      

Social Activities! 
by Linda Barber  
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Where We Live! 

An occasional series on our area 

"You’ve seen her face downtown. Remember "The 
First Time Ever I Saw Your Face"? I can hear you 
singing it!   
Grammy Award winning singer Roberta Flack was 
born in Black Mountain! Her face is prominently 
displayed on the side of Black Mountain Brewing as 
part of the NC Musicians Mural Project, a project 
featuring 9 famous North Carolina musicians in their 
hometowns, painted by artist Scott Nurkin.  
For more information, 
see: https://www.musicianmuralsproject.com/ 
  

 

 

Out and About! 
by Jim Barber  

Fourth of July 

 

Yes, it is here already! How has the year gone by so 
fast.  

There will not be any planned social activity for the 4th 
of July weekend. However, residents and their guests 
are welcome to watch the Town of Black Mountain 
fireworks from the porch of the Clubhouse. 

Town of Black Mountain Fireworks are scheduled for 
Saturday, July 3 , from 9:30 to 10:00 PM. 

 

https://www.musicianmuralsproject.com/

