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Happy New Year! I hope you have had a 
wonderful holiday season, making special 
memories with family and friends. Speaking 
of special memories, the December 
“Potluck” at Milton’s was a very fun and 
festive time. I heard from a reliable source 
that we had one of the top donation nights 
for the Deck the Trees’ Fuel Fund. What an 
amazing show of support as The Settings to 
provide warmth for those in need! 

At this time of year, I like to review our Top 
Ten list of Board actions generated in mid-
2019 to help maintain our focus for the 
coming months. I’m pleased to say we have 
accomplished a number of items, such as 
repairing the playground and painting both 
the interior and exterior of the clubhouse 
(and yes -even the gate house and front 
gates have a fresh coat of paint). One of the 
newest accomplishments is OFFICIALLY 
having the Town of Black Mountain manage 
our water system.  A big “THANK YOU” to 
David Gramley and Ed Kmiec for closing this 
multi-year initiative. Another achievement is 
addressing the drainage issue on Settings 
Blvd between Sisters View and Crockett 
Ridge.  There have been many times in past 
winters where a section of the road had to be 
closed due to a large sheet of ice.   

Several major projects are well underway. 
One is the creation of a Document Storage 
and Management Policy. The main goal is to 
have an easy to use and HOA owned filing 
system for current and future Board 
members to utilize, rather than one that is 
stored on a property management 
company’s storage system. Another project 
has evaluated our road conditions and 
developed road maintenance plans. Finally, 
we have a plan to fix the drainage issue at the 
clubhouse lawn and complete the lower 
exterior level of the clubhouse. This includes 
the installation of a patio (part of the original 
plan the developer never completed). 

Besides these major projects, we continue 
our focus on safety and will be offering 
another CPR/AED class on February 7 - see 
details in this newsletter on how to sign up. 
We had 2 classes in November and they were 
a huge success. Comments like “best class 
ever,” “John is a fantastic instructor” and “so 
informative” were given to me. We are so 
lucky to have John Wilson and the Black 
Mountain Fire Department sponsor 
programs like this. Be on the lookout for a 
class on fire extinguishers later this year - I 
hear there are hands-on opportunities too.   

 

If you’re like me, you’ve consumed a few too 
many calories over the holidays and are 
ready to burn some of it off.  I’m happy to 
announce another Firewise initiative for 
2020! We’ve received funding to have the cut 
debris under the power lines chipped and 
removed. Similar to what we did in early 
2019, we will clear the cut debris and move 
them to the roadside to be chipped.  No, it 
will not be anywhere close to the amount of 
work we did in January and February of 2019.  
I promise!  As Firewise chairman, I will send 
out email notices of work days in mid-
January.   

From the Design Review Board (DRB) front, 
we have a lot of activity with 6 homes in 
construction, 1 in final design and 3 in 
preliminary design. Needless to say, this is a 
lot of work for the DRB committee. If you are 
interested in helping out, please send an 
email to drb.chairman@tsobm.com.  

As you can see, we are an active community 
of volunteers! So, as you are thinking about 
your new year’s resolutions, it’s a great time 
to join a committee or board.  It can provide 
comradery, purpose and fun while making 
our community a great place to live.   Contact 
a board member for more details.   

Here’s to a happy, healthy and successful 
2020!   

Roynan 

. 

Winter Greetings! 



THE SETTINGS SUN WINTER 2020 NEWSLETTER |  2 

 

 

 

This January Rod Allan will be retiring as the 
Chair of our Design Review Board, having 
served essentially for four years in this 
demanding role. The Board wants to extend 
its gratitude to Rod for his leadership in 
serving our community. 
 
Under his guidance, the DRB undertook a 
major edit of the Guidelines in 2017 and 
2019, as the processes were not 
clear.  Instead of micromanaging design 
standards and just reacting to projects, the 
team focused on how to help owners 
navigate the design and build processes.  In 
fact, the DRB uses two independent 
reviewing architects to evaluate all designs 
strictly according to the standards.   The roles 
of the reviewing architects were also 
increased, giving them more authority to 
comment on subjective issues.  This had the 
effect of removing subjective issues from the 
DRB members. While most changes to the 
Guidelines have been made to improve 
clarity of process, emphasis has been added 
to maintain the philosophy of "low impact" 
development envisioned by the Developer, 
conserving as much of the wildlife 
habitat, natural forest and dark sky as 
possible.  As the community continues to 
grow, this philosophy becomes 
more important than ever. 

Rod has also facilitated changing the role of 
the Chair to be more of the "team leader" 
with all decisions made by a consensus of the 
committee members, with the main goal to 
serve the best interests of all the property 
owners.  To this point, volunteers are 
continually needed to become part of the 
team.  Many roles are available that do not 
require coming to regular meetings.  Project 
liaisons work with property owners to guide 
them through the design and build 
process.  The Guidelines are always subject 
to editing where additional clarity can reduce 
subjectivity.  With the community growing at 
the fastest rate since inception, it can be very 
useful for those that have been through the 
experience of building to take on a new role 
in shaping the future, particularly the way 
the community will adhere to its founding 
principle as a community living in harmony 
with nature, carefully preserving its 
mountain landscape, and with homes built in 
the mountain architectural style 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A recent update was made to the 
Architectural Guidelines recently to clarify 
communication channels to the DRB by 
eliminating names and providing specific 
mailbox addresses. As a reminder, all 
communications required by the Guidelines 
should continue to be sent to First Services 
Residential 
(settingsofblacckmountain.drb@fsresidentia
l.com) and to the DRB Chair 
(drb.chairman@tsobm.com)  email 
accounts. Communications should not be 
sent to any individual DRB member unless 
instructed otherwise, generally where DRB 
liaisons are assigned to specific projects. 
The DRB Chair email account is available to 
all DRB members and is not directed to one 
individual. 

Communications which do not follow the 
clear processes are subject to delays in DRB 
action and delays by First Services 
Residential in recording payments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Design Review Board News 

As noted in the Fall edition of the newsletter, repairs were 
made to the playground area. Posts were replaced and the 
upper level was stabilized.  It is a beautiful area for the 
enjoyment of all in the community. 

 

 

 

During the Fall Gathering, a CPR/AED training session was 
conducted by John Wilson of the Black Mountain Fire 
Department.  

           

As noted in the President’s message above, another training 
session will be conducted on Thursday, February 6 from 3:00 
to 5:30 PM.  

Sign Up for CPR/AED training by sending an email to 
Roynan.jones@tsobm.com as space is limited.  First come, 
first serve.   

 

mailto:settingsofblacckmountain.drb@fsresidential.com
mailto:settingsofblacckmountain.drb@fsresidential.com
mailto:drb.chairman@tsobm.com
mailto:Roynan.jones@tsobm.com
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The Black Mountains are a mountain range in 
western North Carolina, in the southeastern 
United States. They are part of the Blue Ridge 
Province of the Southern Appalachian 
Mountains. The Blacks are the highest 
mountains in the Eastern United States. The 
range takes its name from the dark 
appearance of the red spruce and Fraser fir 
trees that form a spruce-fir forest on the 
upper slopes which contrasts with the brown 
(during winter) or lighter green (during the 
growing season) appearance of the deciduous 
trees at lower elevations. The Eastern 
Continental Divide, which runs along the 
eastern Blue Ridge crest, intersects the 
southern tip of the Black Mountain range.  

The Black Mountains are home to Mount 
Mitchell State Park, which protects the 
range's highest summit and adjacent summits 
in the north-central section of the range. 
Much of the range is also protected by the 
Pisgah National Forest. The Blue Ridge 
Parkway passes along the range's southern 
section, and is connected to the summit of 
Mount Mitchell by North Carolina Highway 
128. The Black Mountains are mostly located 
in Yancey County, although the range's 
southern and western extremes are part of 
Buncombe County.  

 

The forests of the Black Mountains are 
typically divided into three zones based on 
altitude: the spruce-fir forest, the northern 
hardwoods, and the Appalachian hardwoods. 
The southern Appalachian spruce-fir forest, 
though sometimes referred to as "boreal" or 
"Canadian," is a unique plant community 
endemic to a few high peaks of the Southern 
Appalachians. In fact, it is more akin to a high 
elevation cloud forest. It is dominated by red 
spruce and Fraser fir, and coats the 
elevations above 5,500 feet. The northern 
hardwoods, which consist primarily of beech, 
yellow birch, and buckeye, thrive between 
4,500 feet and 5,500 feet. The more diverse 
Appalachian hardwoods, which include 
yellow poplar and various species of hickory, 
oak, and maple, dominate the slopes and 
stream valleys below 3,000 feet. Pine forests, 
consisting chiefly of Table Mountain pine, 
pitch pine, and Virginia pine, are found on 
the drier south-facing slopes. Wildlife in the 
Black Mountains is typical of the Appalachian 
highlands. Mammals include black bears, 
white-tailed deer, raccoons, river otters, 
minks, bobcats, and the endangered 
northern flying squirrel. Bird species include 
the wild turkey, the northern saw-whet owl, 
and the pileated woodpecker, although 
peregrine falcons and various species of 
hawk are known to nest in the upper 
elevations. Brook trout, which are more 
typical of northern latitudes, are found in the 
streams at the base of the Black Mountains. 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are a couple of pictures 
from the October Potluck. 

 

 

February Potluck 

The next Potluck will be Thursday February 6 
in the Clubhouse. The Social Committee is 
changing it up a little bit. It will be game 
night! A note will be sent out to sign up for 
food – soups, sandwiches and salads to keep 
it simple. And bring a card or board game 
that others can play. It will be a fun evening!  

The Place We Live! 
by Jim Barber (excerpted from Wikipedia) 

 

Book Club 

The Book Club continues to meet in the 
new year on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 3 PM in the Clubhouse.  Here is a 
list of the books for the next 3 months. 

January 15 – The 100 Year Old Man Who 
Climbed Out the Window and Disappeared 
Author Jonas Jonasson 

February 19 – The Boy That Harnessed the 
Wind Author Wm. Kamkwamba 

March 18 – A Man Called Ove Author 
Fredrick Backman 

Everyone is welcome to attend.  
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Fall Gathering Pictures 
The Fall Gathering provided a great opportunity for socializing and sharing a meal. It was a beautiful day and enjoyed by everyone. 

 

                       

 

Police and Fire Department Dinner 
Thanks again to Joanne and Glenn Rechtine for coordinating another great dinner for the Police and Fire Departments. Everyone enjoyed dining on ribs and barbeque and 
visiting with each other.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out and About 
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Each holiday season, the Beautification Committee sponsors “Deck The Trees” at Milton’s for the Swannanoa Valley Christian Ministry Fuel Fund. This 
holiday season, the December Potluck was held at Milton’s. It was quite a turnout and the donations to the Fuel Fund were greatly appreciated. The 
final tally for the fuel fund this year was over $33,000.  

                    

 

                        

 


